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Fenimore, but they were frequent guests there. Mr. Ed-
meston was a man of property—he built a house on the
corner of what are now Church and Fair Streets, where
he and Mr. Atchison kept bachelor's hall together. The
house could boast the first bow-window seen in these
regions. It has just been pulled down—1883.
Family Lake parties were frequent in those days; they
always went to the Point, which your Great-Grandfather
had selected for that purpose only a few years after the
village was founded. My Aunt Pomeroy has told me
that the first Lake party she remembered took place when
she was quite a young girl; the Lake was almost entirely
surrounded with forest. Game was still abundant, and on
'that occasion the gentlemen of the party pursued and
killed a deer in the Lake. Bears and wolves were common
then, and panthers also. The bears would lie dormant in
the caves on the hillsides. And my Aunt said she had
often heard the wolves howl on the ice in the Lake, in
winter. The first Lake Party was given by my Grand-
father to some friends from Philadelphia. A beech-tree
was chosen, on the Point, and the initials of the party
carved on it, I have seen the tree, and the initials of my
Grandfather and Grandmother, W-C, and E-C., cut in
the bark. But it has long since vanished. About the same
time that the first Lake party took place there was a
terrific fire in the forest; my Aunt said there was a circle
of flames entirely surrounding the Lake, and apparently
closing in about the village to the southward, as the
woods came very near the little town at that time. There
was serious alarm for a day or two. At night she said the
spectacle was very fine. But everybody was anxious,
Happily a heavy rain quenched the flames before they
reached the little village. In winter there was a great

